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Gracie’s “Lad” Is Young
Welsh Composer
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GOSSIP OF
Conducted by

SOUTH WALIS

“The Stroller”

ELHIND Gracle Fields's line

broadeast last night lies a story
of how a young Welsh pianist-com-
poser, whowm the great artiste alded,
mnde good.

He is Mr. Harry Parr-Davies, n
native of Neath., Loeal people
recall how as a schoolboy he used
to write music and submit it to loeal
entertainment producers, who often
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encouraged bim by accepting his

work.

The way he got Into touch with
Miss Fields is In the best tradition
of the determined young man
making good agninst heavy odds. He
was in Blackpool for a holiday. It
wns a wet'day and he wrote a song
with the determination that Miss
Girncie Flelds should hear It and
sing It,

0lng to the stage-door of the
hall where she was appearing he
met with the Inevitable rebufl, That
did not deter him. He persevered
and Iin the end " Gracle,” always
generous to beginners and triers,
ngreed to hear his song. He played
it for her. Tt eaptured her interest
at once. She bonght the song and

encouraged him to write more for

her,
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UT of this developed the arrange-
ment by which she had a first
eall on all his songs, and nitimately
he beeame her pianist, Often she
refers to him on the wireless when
he is playing for her as “my Iad.”
Aliss Fields enconraged him to
gpecinlise In “light™  musical
numbers, At the age of 20 he
recelvedd n cheque for £1,000 as
advance rovalties for his composi-
tiong, This was stated to he the
Inrgest amount of advanee roynlties
ever given to n song-writer,

In the film “This Week of Grace™
he compoged three numbers for Miss
Fields—" My Lucky Dayx.,” *“Mnary
Rose.,” and “Happy Ending "—and
nlso appeared as the pianist in the
film band.

He also composed several pleces
of musie In the film “Sing As We
(Go,” and other pictures,
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Cutting from The Wales
Echo & Express, Monday
January 8th 1940.



