GRACIE FIELDS FINDS PEACE IN CAPRI—
BUT SHE WILL GO ON SINGING

From Our Special Correspondent

Capri, Bay of Naples, sister Edith ‘«Mrs. Duggie Wake-|the Capri evening, she sits and
Saturday. field) and hep daughter., Grace, and plays tﬁrough thegsongs which she

'S the e a sentimental her sister Betty's married son, wife is now preparing for the winter
I'I;gugll::y?ndsgefvéan'feerf years and little bey. Gracie runs thelseason. . ;

ago to-day I visited Capri to restaurant  but 1 try not to act| Gracie is not certain yet'how long

) . : like the' boss” she says. - she will spend in London. “ Stage
%sflé-ﬁ?;:;liof l’fligs"tlc&egglﬁ ?ﬁé . At night & becomes a fashion-|WOrk means so much dressing

] , . able dancing resort, and.jUpP; so much titivating, and I'm
World > and spent a month at Occaﬂmﬂq‘-?mh@n Gracie céeﬁﬂget’ting a little old for that sor
hEﬁaﬂh here—a white stone ik, dressing-up she comes dfown of thing. With recording an
building that was once a fort, to her guests and gives them a radio it is different; you can do
which she christened Canzone song. = " 11t more or less in your own time.”
del Mare (Song of the Sea). “What of the future ? Gracie hasa| I shall always remember the end
Now I am ba@% again talking big Canadian tour 1;:)1::11_nnecl. She  of this sentimental journey : Gracie,
with Gracie—nolf__ f what life has has been asked to televise, and she |standing at the wrought iron gates
done to her over ¢he years, but of will continue iradio and recording [of the Canzone del Mare waving
what the future holds for Britain’s work. ; |good-bye and saying: * Come back
best loved star. So often senti- As we walked through 'tflis again when the job is done just as
menta} journeys of this kind are paradise home I realised more than|Monty and I planned it together.”
rather sad so that you regret their ever how much her work means to|] I shall go back. And know
. S . o this very great artist. For place|that *“the job,” as she calls it, will
ut with Gracie it is nofso, of honour is given 1o a lovelyibe done. Gracie is just one of those
for the troubles she has met have grand piano where, in 'the cool of people. -
given her a new beauty ; an even | , |
deeper warmth of character. Her
hair has become grey ; new lines
are etched in her face, but in
some strange way the years
heve added to her charm,
- For more than two hours to-day
we talked in her lovely villa, and
Gracie assured me that she has no
intention of 'retiring. She will con-
tinue singing * just as long as they
want me.”
IT WAS OUR JOB

“How can I retire ? ” she asked

as she looked down at, her swim-
ming pool. ‘““You see all those tiles
surrounding the pool ? Wwell all
those are songs I have sung; every-
thing \in this place is part of me—
and it costs money to maintain.
. “But apart from that I have not
yet completed my job—or rather
our job, for Monty and I dreamed
)f this place. N

“We planned it all together. We " ‘?
',
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wanted to build a hotel — the
lﬁvdelileit'blace yf;)u cl?lﬁ]d imag}i{
an ope to finis e wWor e
set put to do. Monty_had set hisg S SONG OF THE SEA
heart on th#s hotel. and somehow Gracie’'s “ paradise’ in
it shall be as he wished. He was
a man with such great en-
thusiasms.” v

Since the sudden death of her
husband. Monty Banks, Gracie has
thrown herself intoia. welter of
work, but perhaps: hep ge@matest
task to-day is to #trifil hthia n
they had made about Caprinr:

When I visited Gracie 17 yvears
ago she had just bought this old
fort from the Marquis Patrizh. It
was the beginning of her holiday
home ; a haven to which she could
retire from her busy public life.

To-day the fort is a beautiful
villa, with her own tastefully
decorated apartments, and. flats for
her friends and relations. She has
built a swimming pool, surroundgd

'
[
I*—-_- P ——

GRACIE—“I'm 53 ., .I'm a very sentimental woman.”



