Lleft everything
he owned to her

HERE were plans

- " when, Moniy Wwas

alive. Coming dowh on the train
to -Capri just befere he died we
were talking of his ideas aboutl
going back into film productlion.

And then ther: was 1he
restaurant property 1n
Capri that Mgnty had been Jusy
on during tle past few months.

1t was his ewn enterprise. 1t
haz been redecorated and was to
open this siapmer.

It .would. have been 2
veuture wg- ceuld have both
taken partﬂn- later on, but
now I suppese 1 shall never
open it, aﬂthnu;h he has left
evervthing he ewned In the
world to me.

T have heen deeply touched Dy
the thousands of messages ot
sympathy which people have sent
me from all over the world—even
from tiny islands in the Pacific
where ] sang during the war.

Once before wnen 1 was
seriougly i1 in 1939, the same

thing happened.

‘Don't talk

so stupid!’

NDW 1 cannot claim
that Monty was the
only persen who has really under-

stood me, for I am easy to under-

stand.

1 am a simple person, and in

They Said I'd Be Sorry -

Back here, too, I've been preity
busy with one thing and aflother.
I've had some family thirgs to see
to and I've managed to fix my
mother up with a little house near
Brighton. Then I want to get
down to Peacehaven to see about
my orphanage. It's doing grand,
We have a fine matron and the 25
children are happy and fit.

But to get back {o work. I guess
that I'll go on until my voice conks
out. but I'd like to cut down a
bit on the stage shows. '
. Val Parnell wouldn't hear of me
turning it down when he ap-
. proached me about the Palladium,
and so here I am again. It's the
greatest show place in the worid,
and vyou know that when you talk
to them in America. It's worth a
lot of titivating—even at my age
—1t0 please that audience.

’m Feeling Fit

Considering all things, I'm feel-
ing fit. After my operation they
told me not to work again for two
vears, but I started bashing the
songs out long before that. They
told me I'd be sorry for it, but I
never have beén,

When you come to think about |

it, I suppose that's the answer
to life. Don’t start feeling sorry
for yourself, but keep bashing
on at what you do best. And if
you're a singer and the public
like it. vou ought to feel grate-
ful and-—without wishing to
zound soft—-give them pleasure
as long as vou can.

I'm really feeling fine apart
from a little tummy trouble 1 had
over in Capri. But that’s nothing
to the tummy trouble I'll be
having just before that curtain
goes up to-morrow.

Good-bve for now—I'l] wipe the

muck off my face and get back fo
the tifivating.

*
GRAHAM

In an interview with
STANFORD

L1
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By GRACIE FIELDS

'M 52, and not fussy if you know the {act.

My bair is grey, my dresses take more

fitting than they did, and yet here I am
perming my hair, fiddling with my eye-
lashes-—titivating myself up just as 1 did
years ago for any opening night.

I'm worried aboul this seqguin dress I picked
up in Milan. Will it burst at the seams ? Will
those spangles stav put? I'm worried about the
dress, the shoes and the songs, and if anvone tells
you that show business gets easier as you get
older just d¢a’t believe them.

If anything, it gets harder—angd the higher you
get the harder it gets. First of all you don't want
to let vourself down and along with that you don’t
want to let the public down because they made you
and you owe them a lot.

After a while the public out there oever the foot-
lights become vervy near and dear rto yvou—like a
close relalion. You know what they expect of you
and vou get scared stiff sometimes that you won't be
able'to give it to them. |

I've been singing for a living
since 1 was a kid, but it gets nu|
|
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At 52 years of age, G-?fii:i&"

Eiﬁlegﬁssizd - nd C%ﬁdiigsuraeb:}&%; Fields remains Britain's Jrest . \{,
before the curtain goes up lo-| krnown, best loved artist.

Since the death of her hus<
band, Monty Banks,~skd Rgs
throwmn herself intoggrawvel
of work, And herggprsn the |
eve of opening us_.ﬂrgzr.r_

| morrow night just as I did 20°
| years aAgo. §

'l think that T've lost this and
mislaid that and then the curtain
will po up and vou'll know that itl's

.l""

Ay
N g --1' ey
new [Lendon showp=ehe, ;ﬁi@? I |

too late to worry and you’ll just. T 5 g ,1
Jepe that everything goes all right. | h{; ;fﬁ“nm u’b"&%.‘“ﬂ _ﬁg’ﬁ‘@!t:
®eeple will wish you Juck andl|f minedgn. RpNHIR ()0
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poMi(]l know that you'll need it, just
As.you always have. -

%ﬁj-Wanderful Dream

f'-;ﬁnts of my friends say that I

ey o e m ol e o
titivating ymsp ha f.m 4 3
shows thﬂt?ia RELQ it., dﬁ{!_-i
when you gel té my dge.
there's. 6, much THEsION -

¥o

ks

work too hard: that it's time I'all right whee ygure ymi

pased up. I've been saving that:D tnizﬁggi it {’Utf:'-i'-ﬂfw?'ﬂ-lf WRET XO 1y 3¢

mvself for a long time now, bul =T o Croante R og g

sn}r}xehnw it never seems to happen.! That's the gheal, A vyl ;?-’011

So I don't even talk of retiring any|recording.  You just S adh,some.

longer. | jold slacks, throw on & cegt, get
' : NiibAnd inlo some quiet studio and: stand
Once, while my usband, vy and sing. No one cares a darn

Monty Banks, was alive, we had Lo vou look. Now. ble.s your

ideas that we’d open a restau--yip, Py ogetting perms and mani-

Eﬂaféi iir? ﬂg:;g{qjildingn&h;&ﬂg;ldhisri‘t; cures and titivating all round.

run the place and do all the per-.

spiring. ! It was a wandErfuliKeep On The Go

dream was that; buil, as you'  Then again, it's nel so easy these!

know, it just didn'{ happen. days to find songs, particularly’

1 have rented the restaurant fo:when you've gol scores to make
someone else (it opened in July). up fer recorded radio programmes. .
and now I'm back to the old But I think I've got a smasher for|
routine and there’ll be a load off to-morrow might. It's called ™ For-
my mind when all the sequingigive Me, Lord.” by Orde Hamil-
are fixed en the dress. tonn, and they loved it in Canada..

Mary, my secretary-—she’s been I'm also doing lhe new Walll
with me so long that she's one of Disney songs from Cinderella, and
the family now—-has sewn so manylsome new comedy stufl.
spangles on the darned thing that! Maybe I'll give them a cart-|
she must go to bed dreaming of! wheel or two, but we’ll have 10 see
thern. |how I feel. '

The last time I did)|
I like to think that my voice is cartwheels was at a charity show|
as strong as ever. Butl it's all the before the Duke of Edmhm;gh,m.l

| Gracie—An Inspiration
| UR grealest stage personality,
Gracie Fields, has again been
_ selected for the Royal Com-
‘'mand variety show., What a great
performer she is. To one of many
| thousands bedridden her voice is
. an inspiration. - How T wish we
could hear her on the finest of all
variety nights.—Mrs. J. B., York.
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~_'go altogether.”

¥

 great

| holiday—1 only said perhaps.

~ we turned out to be.

fine time.

Singin

| OQUR GRACIE :
. so I den't even talk of retiring any longer.”

afterwards he said that surely tha
was taking too much out of mvsel
Anyway, we'll see what happen
The point is that 1 guess I'll g

i
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‘on singing as long as my vnicj
‘lusls—and you, the public, want
‘me. -

Every iime 1 have talked of

retiring or easing up I have had
d:an flood of letters askil
10 pack up altogether, so that K
#feel that if 1 did 'd be letting

me notl

Nice letters they
kave been—f{rom people wha have
Bid: " We know you must want
6 lake it easy, but please don't

people down.

~It's a nice feeling to knowd
you're still wanted.

7 flew more than 30,000 miles on,
my last Canadian tour and lived.
out.of a suilecase. We'd play in ai
sports arena one night and:
then fly on through the night.
Feeh—vyou didn't know whether
volu were coming or goeing, but the

' reactions of those audiences was

certainly good to feel

I'd  sooner do that than play a
week al a time in a town. Then
vou only get the illusion that
you've settled down.

My idea is either seiile down
once and for all, or keep on the
go. And I have moved prelty fast
in the last vear or so.

It Was Pretty Hectic

At the end of this perhaps I’}l_
be able to snatch a fortnight's.

After the Canadian trip I
thought I'd go back to Capri for
a couple of months rest before
returning to London. Res{? Why,
we had 21 guesis every day for
over three weeks, so that at the
end of it all I thought that to come
io London would be like taking a
holiday.

It was the feeding that was the,
problem—almost like a cafeleria
In between!
times I was bashing out songs with,
iwo accornpanists. and all the way: .
round it was pretiy hectic.  Not
that I'm grumbling. We had a




