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on the home screen.

There is no consistency in bemoaning the dependence
television while regretting the closing of our variety

_ron
LITTLE BEAT

Little beat music was heard.
Is this a sign? Is it on its
way out? Ballads dominated.

Four girls. Cilla Black, Mil-
licent Martin, Kathy Kirby
and tiny Brenda Lee (3,000
miles from New York for one
song) who arrived on stage

in sug:r shining cars, all

sang llads.

Wonderful Gracie Melds, as

popular as ever after 50
years in show business. also
sang batlads. Clif Richard
and The shtdows.chwm

oach.

gentle in their appr
that pnmcm‘hr.-!z

Two
appealed because th
new material suita
this Royal occasion were

vouthful ventriloqu:st Dennis

r and the zany More-

cambe and Wise.

acks

e for

CRACIE FIELDS

mn The Royal Variety Show
lz...C.. Sun:;v. 7.50 and
9.15).

THE Royal Variety Performance, which might

equally be called the Royal Television Artists’
Performance, took place before the Queen last night
at the London Palladium. The second title implies
no criticism of the producers for leaning so heavily

theatres. The dependence in-

| evitably followed the closing.

Where one may criticise, and
this must one day threaten the
existence of the annual show, is
over the number of performers
who are less “ live " in the flesh

than on the screen or in the
recording studio.

In the electronic age the syn-
thetic person makes the real one
almost an embarrassment.

FUMBLING MAGICIAN
Engagingly funny

None of this. of course, applies
to Gracie Fields or Tommy
Cooper, the fumbling magician who
has the most engagingly humorous
face of all our comed:ans. Neither
does it relate, so far. to Dennis
Spicer, a young ventriloquist who
made a pleasant impression.

Gracie Fields gave us the whole
or rarts of seven songs. from
“Sally ™ 0 “Wish me luck.” her
control not quite what it was. but
still with the same direct appeal.

Tommy Cooper avo:ds the
fam:liar disadvantage of magicians:
our knowledge that even the most
difficult tricks will succeed.

Dennis Spicer has clever dum-
mies. one of them alive. and
manages three-sided conversations,
but the Buckingham Palace refer-
ences. no matter how well
handled. made some of the audi-
ence squirm,

Gracie Fields at the final rehear-
sal for last pight's Roval Variety

Performance at the Palladium.

. . W _--l-.l

— e — -

-Hﬁj II 1 tllﬂidg‘l..hl'. Aind CADICWINMWG
:-:lt‘icu:‘h.’ blended 1Mo mlanous
mment., |
m‘i:::‘ from the pleasure of Jimmy
Tarbuck’s acl, it was inicresung 10
e an artit modern t‘vcry_aa);
heing closcly Jinked with tradwmiona

“‘ﬁ:‘\g' weaking of lgadl!;ml
varicty brings m¢ to Gracwe Ficlds,
muking her cighth Royal Varicty
appcarance.  Slar of gencrations,
welcomed warmly, she sang as l;:
onc clse could possibly sing a snal

from “"Sally™ as she a red, w::::
on 10 the sentimental-funny num

about the duck-swman, “"Scarlet
Ribhoms™ and “Glochamorra™, and,
icaving bchund an cxpenence for

oung and a of nostalgia

ll:: l’hf o‘ldcr. maf\l:.rr exit to the

strains of “Wish Mc¢ Luck Rol't:‘:

BCCOMPanst wWas r
Propat.

' .
The Moisevey Dance Company in
an claborale Gopak were checred
maghtily * their dancing. acrobalics,

humour colour, pace. surprnise, and

they seemed as nervous as
nalfwetl jelles

Tommy r produced a
rst-rate commedy-mag:.c act that
had a!l the confidence of son.e-
one who had p.aved the da'e
before and knew hs audience.
l..ke the od Crazy Gang. Cooper
doecsn’t dow to the Roval Box
He now appears to be o' nod-
ding terms with it

American singer Brenda Lee.
who was flown over sopec.allyv o
ADLDecar i the show, just.ficd her
alr fare, )

I was about to note in mv
programme that Denns Sop.cer
wWas lechinically the best ven.
triloquist :n the business unt;! J
discovered that one of hs
“"dummes”™ was a very much
alive Litlie human be.ng. '
QGrac.e Piekis was back ua;l
to bring applause from the
Queen for Seplember Song and
Scarle; R:bbons. The M.s.es
Biack, Kirby and Martin must
have blessed the man respon-
s.ble for the running order of
the show that they had done
their bit’ before Gracle came on.
It would be a brave little g.rl
singer who attempted o foliow &
pair of lungs like Gracie's.




