Variety

The Queen congratulates Gracie Fields after the Royal Variety '

Performance at the Palladium on Monday evening

Gracile

takes
her

sewing

By MICHAEL WALE

RACIE FIELDS
took her sewing
to the Royal Variety
Show last night—to
help her overcome

the excitement.

The 66-year-old star
explained: *“ It keeps my
mind off the show. I'm
taking all my skirts up
one and a half inches.”

As she waited to ap-
pear before the Queen
at the London Palla
dium, Gracie salid:
“This s my eighth
Royal Variety Show. But
Im always excited all

day long.’
en Gracle went out
in front of the footlights
to one of the biggest
receptions of the even-
ing. Her songs ‘Sally,
‘Wish Me Luck' and
Getting To Know You'
brought back many
memories.
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By BARRY NORMAN

THE pattern of the last

few years was
repeated again at the
Royal Varijety Perform-
ance last night when
Gracje Fields scored the
great nostalgic hit of the
show

g u}’o it was Mar-
lene Dietrich, aged 61, who
revived in a predom.nantly

middle - aged aud.ence
emotional memories of its
youth. The before it

was Sophie Tucker.

Last night at the London
Pa_adium QGrac.:e came back.
aged 66. and appearng for
the ninth time 1n 36 vears (n
a royal show, eni.vened the
first half of the bill w:th the
nostalg:a b.t.

She wore a simple, if glitter-
ing. biue dress and she sang
the s0Ngs we expected her Lo
s.ng.
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A couple of lines of swy
as she came on the stage ;
snatch of Wish Me Luck u
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she went off. And :n between
Glochamorra, September
Song, Scarlet Ribbons.

The aud:ence gave her an
ova’ion whcn she came on;

personal
success. though, it all rather
tended to be, as Er.c More-
cambe sad, “like g 1nrnch

Workers’ Playtime.”

It was a worthy show. but
not g great one (0 set before
the Queen
But if the first half of the
show Dbelonged manly to
gm.o.t.hemsdhti%mt

another velteran 47-year-
o.d Lena Home.
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And it was these two who
showed up the flaws in the

— e

T
eecocool

LA LAl YT 2




